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mission and when their appoiniment was
only being falked of, 1 met Mr, Mann in the
street and told him he would be very fool-
ish to accept appointment on the Lotteries
Commission because, it he and his col-
league did so, they wounld lose their seats
vander the Constitution and render them-
selves linble to a penalty,

Mr. Hegnev: Did noi the member for
Nedlands advise them on the legal position?

Mr. HUGHES: T do not know what the
hon. member told them.

Mr. Hegney : e told the House.

Mr. HUGIES: The point is that 1 told
Mr. Mann, and he ean b put into the
witness hox to verily my staleinent.

Mr. Raphael: That would not make it
true.

Mr. HUGHES: My interpretation ol the
Luw happened to he true. Beeause the Gov-
ernment were net prepaved to allow he
judge to adjudieate, they stepped in and
interfered with the jurisdiction and iried
to alter the law. My opinion was muel
sounder than that of the member for Vie-
toria Park. I have no doubt that, if Mr.
Mann were put on his oath, he would say
that T warned him heforehand. T suppose
he was justified in acting as he did, if he
obtained advice from the member for Ned-
lands on the questions of law, for the mem-
her for Nedlands is an eminent lawyer who
stands high at the Bar. As a matter of
fact, T had some difliculty in beating him
in my first case. T have no doubt that, if
I am allowed a fnll investigation into the
licensing business, as to how and why
licenses are allotted, it will be of some
sevvice to the State. Tf the hon. genile-
mian wants fo eurtail and hamstring the
inquiry by himself fixing the terms of re-
ference, of eourse we shall wet nowhere,
hecanse the essential information will be
exchuded. 1f I am not allowed to put my
references in, it will he a very lopsided in-
quiry indeed, and will not convince any-
body but the hon. gentleman whe wants
to be convinged,

Question put and passed.

Houxe adjonrned of 213 pom,
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The President took the Chior at .30 p.m,
wl read pravers,

QUESTION—REPURCHASED ESTATES.

Hon, W, J. MAXNX asked the Chief
Serretary 1. How many  repurchased
estales have heen re-valued durine the past
two vears! 2, What is the total ameunt
of reduction neule () in eapitnl, {b) in
interest 7 4, In what districis have these
re-valvations and  reduetions  heen madeY
4, When will the remaining repurchased
estates be ve-valued?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Fourteen, 2, Capital, £94,394; interest,
E120,710. 3 Vietoria, Avon and Swan. 4,
Six more estates will he re-valned in the
near future. It is not intended to re-value
estates where the blocks should have alveady
heen freehold, or where, From the knowledge
already available in the depariment, it is
obvious that the estntes are not over-valued.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.

Debate resumed From the previous dayv,

HON. C. G. ELLIOTT (North-Tast)
[4.30]: In speaking to the Address-in-reply
I propose to concern myself chiefly with the
goldmmining industry. It 1s very satisfactory
to know that the industry is making a steady
ammual increase in gold production, the rela-
tive figures for the past seven months, com-
pared with the same period in 1931 and
1935, heing—

Ist Tanunary to S1st July, 1934—372,28%
ounces,
kst January to Slst July, 1035—318.349
uunees.
Ist JFanoary  to 31st Jaly, 1936—438,524
OUNCes.

Taking inte consideration the fact that the
large producing mines are steadily inereasing
their are reserves notwithstanding the Iarge
temnage treated monthly, and that several
properties are vesponding satisfactorily to
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development work preparatory to the erce-
tion of their own treatment plants, one ean
safely conclude that the annual gold predue-
tion of the State will inerease for a nnumber
of vears hetore the peak period is reached.
When we vonsider the enormous arvea of
gold-bearing eountry in this State, extend-
ing as it does from Ravensthorpe in the
south to Pilhara in the north, a distance of
about 2,000 miles with an  approximate
width of 300 miles, it gives nne some idea
of the future possibilities of the industry. A
very great extent of this vast traet of coun-
try is covered by an over-burden of cement,
cluy or other material which defies surface
prospecting, but T fully believe that with
seientitic investigation, such as a  proper
zeologieal survey followed by o system of
diamond drilling, many other mines would
be diseovered.  Sceing that a  geological
sinrvey of the northern part of Australia, in
which this State will share, has been deemed
advisable | should like to bring under the
notice of the Government the possibilities in
such a survey of our known gold-bearing
avens, having regard to itz great potential
value to the State.

[The Deputy President tool: the Chair.)

T again find it necessary to refer to  the
vharges made hy the State hatteries for the
treatment of ore raised by prospectors. In
reply to my reeent question in this House,
the Chief Seeretary stated that the treatment
for the year ended 30th June last had re-
sulted in a profit of over £12,000, and that
this profit was more than absorbed in pay-
ment of ore cartage rebates. 1 want to be
quite fair and so will acknowledge that this
concession made to prospectors in this State
in the eartage of orve is much more liberal
than that in any of the other States; but I
would alse sax that this concession is an
argent neccssity and must not in any way
he tampered with. The work of the pros-
peetors is of the greatest value to the State,
and they thoroughly descrve any assistance
they get in carting their ore to be ernshed.
Bul | must onee mere enter a strong protest
against the charges levied for the treatment
ot residues,  Payment on only a 73 per eent.
extraction, and the deduction of 2dwts 8
grnins—at the present price of gold, worth
over LBs.—per ton is much too high. The
reason usually given by the Mines Depart-
ment for these deduetions is that the rvesidue

[COUNCIL.]

coming from the battery is too coarse to ob-
tain a higher extraction, I do not consider
this a valid excuse. In these times, with

modern  treatment processes  for  vesi-
dnes, it would he a very simple
matter  for the State  batteries fo

instal the neeessary mwehinery for the finer
grinding of vesidues to enable a mueh higher
exteaction to be obtained, with conscquent
henefit to both the prospector and the State.
The next question T desire to mention ix the
payment of  compensation under  the
Workers' Compensation Act and the Mine
Workers' Relief Aet to men suffering as a
vesult of their work in the industry. At the
present moment [ do not intend to stress the
matter very much, for Lhe following reason:
During a visit by the Minister for Mines to
the goldfields some time ago, Mr. Munsie
met the Eastern Goldfields Tributers’ Asso-
cintion and the A W. U, and thoroughly dis-
enssed with them the question of wmore ade-
tuate eompensation for sufferers from in-
dustrial diseases. Mr. Munsie promised to
investigate the position with the objeet’ of
bringing downh an amendment to make the
payment to beneficiaries, nfter their allot-
nient of £750 had been exhansted, adequate
for a man to live upon. At present the
amount paid under the Second Schedule of
the Mine Workers’ Relief Act is 25s. per
week for a man and his wife to live on, and
after his death his widow receives from 10s.
to 15s. per week. A single man also re-
ceives the 23s. per week. These figures speak
for themselves. The proposed amendment is
that these amounts should be raised by £1
per  week, and 1 feel sure that
when this House has to  consider
the proposal it will meet with no opposition.
I desire to refer now to the Kalgoorlie
School of Mines. This institulion is of
areat benefit and assistanee to the goldmin-
ing industry. I it were possible to assess
in monetary value the assistance it renders
to the industry, its very great importance
would perhaps he more fully realised and
appreciated. The work of the school has
hecome more and nore arduous during the
pust three years owing to the development
in mining, and the consequent increase in
attendance of students to over 600. The
work cntailed is very heavy, particularly
as it eannot be contined strictly to the
teaching hours. To give the fullest value
by way of instruction and training to stud-
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ents in mining work, geological survey,
mining investigation, and other practieal
work, tuition has been given at week-ends
v the masters when students are not en-
sazed in earning theiv living. The salar-
ies paid to the stafi are not adequate for
the specialised instruction that is given.
It is work that only highly trained pract:-
cal wen can do. and it is impossible to
obtain the like elsewhere in the State. A
further necessary alteration in the present
arrangements i< the placing of the Schoo;
of Mines under its natural department, t'e
Mines Department, with a honrd of govern-
ors conversant with the work, and a separ-
ate allotiment of moneys for the mainten-
ance of the institution. The last ques-
tion T intend to deal with is one of very
areat fmportance to the mining industry,
that is, the weeessity for drastie amend-
ments to our present Companies Aet. J
hrought this question before the House last
session, and the Chief Sceretary said in
reply to my remarks—

The matter of amending the Companies Act
to prevent the flotation of wildeat companies is
one requiring close and eareful comsideration,

and it was not possible te do anything during
the present session.

It eertainly is a matter of urgeney requix-
ing close eonsideration, and it would, I am
sure, meet wilh approval from all sections
of the eommunity il the fiovernment ronid
be prevailed upon to take the necessary
steps.  Tn practically every other State
some attempt has been made to tighten ap
the Companies Aet owing fo the abuses of
the past few years.
Hon, A, Thomsen; Tt is long overdune.

Hoen. . G. BLLIOTT: T do not infend
to repeat the areuments I used last session
in econmection with this question, bui wil
mention one or two instances out of the
many that have come under my notiee since
showing the glaving wmethods adopted by
unserupnions company promoters owing to
the gaps in our company laws,

Hon. .J. Nicholson: 1T think Mr. PParker
pointed out that a matter of this import-
ance wonld require to he taken up by the
Federal Government.

Hon. C. (i, ELLIOTT: When speaking
before the annual meeting of the Austya-
lian Mines and Metalz Association a few
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menths ago, Sir Colin Frazer put the con-
dition of affairs very elearly when he said—

Much good eash has gone down the drain in

prospects which never hald a chance of anecess
from the ontset. The credulity and cupidity of
@ section of the public, the greed of the pro-
moter, the gaps in our company luws and regula-
tions governing prospectuses and share deal-
ings are in the main te blame.
Theve are many gaps in our company laws,
and, where provision is made for the pro-
tection of investors, there appears to be no
machinery in  operation to punish the
offenders.  To illusteate the lengths to
which unscrupulous promoters and diree-
tors will go, 1 will quote two instances. A
eompany was lloated in July, 1935, to take
over two leases north of Menzies. These
two leazes were reported on by a man sign-
ing himself as a eonsalting mining engin-
cer, He ineluded in his report, when speak-
ing about the open cuts on the property,
the following :—

It will he possible to continue to work this
lease us an open eut for o further 12,000 toms of
ore of an average assay value of 52.8s, gold
per ton. The apen cut tounage of approximately
20,000 tons with @ recovernble value ot 47s. 6d.
aold per ton should show a0 net profit gver dirvect
charges of £25,000, Possibilities of this strong
ore hody continuing te the svuth past the known
are exposurcs appear to the writer to be ox.
tremely govd. The writer had a costeen put in
at a peint 8¢ feet sonth of Lhe open ent that
showed 1 width of orve of 30 feet, of an average
assay value of 8.6 dwt. gold per ton, This
costeen was in virgin groumd, and indicates
what may be expected on this end of the lease
as g result of syvstematic prospeeting and ex-
plovation,

Summary,

Paositive Gre  Probable Ore Possible Ore Tutal
Tannage. ‘Tonnage. Tonnage. Tonnnge.
41,525 41,2514 45,260 114,338

Gross Vadue,
. £333,631

ciross Vaduoe,
80,702

(iross Vafue,
. E130,136

Gross Value,
£113,703

Suficient ore is now broken to justify start-
g thhe buttery at once. A steady run of ore of
an average assay volue of G0s, gold per ton ean
he assured for the next 314 vears for a hattery
of five stanmps,

The present five-head battery is, of course, in-
alleynate for a mine of this proportion and fur-
ther additions would he justified.

In conclusion, I' wish te say that this is one
of the Dbest availuble propertivs that T have
looked at in Western Australiz. A large quan-
tity of oxide ore is assured, nnd sulphide ore has
been exposed and the possibility of proving a
further large tonnage of hoth oxide and sul-
phide ore is excrllont.

One would naturally conelude from such a
glowing veport by an apparently repntable
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man that the mine would at Ieast prove good,
hut after a short and inglorious ran the com-
pany went info liguidation in 1936, less than
12 months after the flotation. The invest-
ing public, gulled by this glowing report,
lost their cazh, In many cases, even if a
mine has a chance to make good, we find
that the greed of the prowmoters has erippled
suceh chanees, because of the seandalous pro-
portion of the amount of eapital subscribed
that has gone into their pockets. T will
quote one vase of that sort. A eompany was
floated about two vears ago to lake over
some goldmining leases in the Wiluna dis-
triet. This ecompany had a nominal capitat of
£25,000, of which £18,0600 worth of shares
were Issucd to the publie.  Incidentally, an
insullicient amount of capital was raised to
give the mine a fair chanee in development
amd plant ercetion, It did not even get a
chanee witll the £18,000, heeanse out of that
amount the promoters and vendors got
£10,000 in eash as well as 20,000 paid-up
shares of 2s, cach., Sa that £3,000 only was
left to meet the needs of development and
plant, a state of affairs which foredoomed
the ecompany to failure. Needless fo say,
liquidation followed, and again the public
Lad te pay the piper. 1 am new going io
guote another instance from a report, which
I consider to be a gem amongst the innumer-
able documents that I have examined. [
would commend it to anyone who is bent on
eolleeting prospectuses. This report is signed
by a person describing himself a mining en-
einecr and geologist. T will read some of the
statements he made eoncerning a property
which was put up for flotation purposes.
I am pleased to say it did not come to iny-
thing notwithstanding the enthuriasu: that
was displayed. This report eontaing the Iol-
lowing remnarks:—

From indieations on these hills it would seem
that large ironstone caps nnd parallel leaders
of ironstone run the length of these hills, and
with tlie country rock form a vast lode of forma-.
tion, which in size and extent when properly de-
veloped would outelass Wiluna and challenge
the Golden Mile for wenlth.

There are at leust 36,000,000 tons to go to the
hattery flown to the 1,000ft. Tevet, and the pros-
pect of mueh richer average when depth is
reached.

I'n your properties down to 3,000 feet, quite a
reasonable depth, there should be some five or
s51% hundred million tous of formation, and when
the whole helt is examined, who ahall dare say
that in quantity it does not far exceed the Kal-
graorlie helt? The lode fermations mayv in time

he leoked upon as the main sonree of Western
Australia’s gold supply.

[COUNCIL.]

He goes on to make some wild and exag-
gerated statements, and adds:—

Whatever scheme of capitulisation yon adept,
ever bear in mind the vnst potentianlities your
property  possesses, ud amn for at  least
2,000,000 tons a year output. Tf vou are for-
tunate to find that the whole hill ean he mined
economically, then even a greater output may
be considered, and your working eosts will ve-
duce s yowr cutput goes up.

I think your preperty is fully justified to have
the most serious consideration of those who deal
with wide lode formatious, and that you have
siefficient evidence at surface to justify exhaus-
tive examination to decide the hest treatment
of the ore and its development.

And what will be vour profits if only you
obtain 2 dwts, profit? Why, approaching a mil-
lion a year, and why not 4 dwts. in bulk.

I do not think it would he advisable to read
any more of this glowing report lest T should
couse a stampede of hon. members to this
wonderful Elderade, Reports such as this,
however, make one appreciate Marlk Twain’s
definition of a mine as “A hole in the ground
owned by a liar.,” The moral is quite obvi-
ous. There should be some recognised tri-
bunal before which these baits for public
money sheuld appenr before issue. It shonld
have power to investigate published state-
ments regarding leases and mines being
floated into companies, with proper penaltics
for mis-statements for all parties coneerned.
The damage done to the legitimate develop-
nent of our goldmining industry hy the con-
tinuous flow of these wildeat companies into
liquidation or recess is evidence of the need
for supervision, not only in the interests of
investors but for the protection of the mtnte
whese eredit abroad and at Home is injured
by these often frandulent and predestined
fajlures. In my endeavour to put forward
the ease for the Government to fake the
necessary steps to fill the gap in our (‘om-
panies Act, I Lave only touched on the mines
side of the question. To show that the com-
niereial side is also exploited with the great-
est impunity by the wnserupnlons company
promater, I will mention one instance. On
the 4th March this vear a companvy called
the Kalgoorlie Burilding and Bankine Society
Lid. was registered at the Weenrds (Hliee,
Perth, by a company promoter. A few days
afterwards fhis promoter arrived in Kal-
goorlie and opened an olfice in o ventral posi-
tion. On the offlice window he had painted in
large bock letters the following :—“Kalzoor-
lie Building and Banking Soeiety Ltd. Re-
serve capital £100,00007  The following pro-
cedure was adopted by this company pro-
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moter: On ap application being made for
the building of a house, the applicant bad
te lodge a deposit of £5 or over and contract
to pay from 22s. 6d. to 30s. per werk on the
understanding that the company would
undertake the responsibility of finding the
money to build the house. In the wvourse
of a little over one month, this company
received over £500 from various people—
men working on the mines, and in une in-
stance an unfortunate widow who paid in
£25, all she possessed. A meeting of share-
iolders of the company was held at the Kal-
goorlie office on the 20th April. 1930G.
According to the minute Look, two share-
holders were present, and proxies or the
others, who were residing in Perth, were
used, A resolution was moved that the com-
pany go inte liguidation, and was carried
unanimously, It might be of interest to
state that the number of shareholders in this
company was seven, holding one share each
of i1, so that the subseribed ecapital in this
company which stated it had a reserve eapi-
tal of £100,000, was £7 only, The sequel is,
of course, not hard to guess. The day the
liquidation notice appeared in the local
Press, the cumpany promoter beat a retreat
from Kalgoorlie to Perth, and thence to
Sydney taking with him the £500 he had
received from those unfortunate people
whom he had gulied by his fraudunlent state-
ments, The worst part of the whole affair
is’ that this fraudulent and dishonest com-
pany promoler gets off scoi free because the
onus of bringing him back to this State for
trial rests on the people who were taken
down for their cash. T have endeavonred
to show by these few examples, out of many,
the ahsolute necessity for sometbing heing
done to amend our present Compantes Act.
The onus is on the Government to take the
neeessary steps to make goud the many gaps
i that Act.

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropulitan)
[5.7] : May [ be permitted to say how much
I regret the refirement from the Leadership
of this House of our esteemed friend, Mr.
Drew. I am sure I am only expressing the
opinion of every member in saying that we
have lost from the Leadership a staunch
friend, but I am delighted to know that he
is stil] in the Chamber and sitting adjacent
to me. I know he will at all times give us
the henefit of his long experience. May I
alsp compliment Mr. Kitson npon attaining
full Ministerial rank. We feel in this
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House that ke is well qualified to carry out
the duties of Leader of the House. I would
like also to eongratulate JMr. Gray on his ap-
pointment as Honorary Minister. These two
gentlemen, I am sure, will make every endea-
vour to give satisfaction to the members of
the House and to the State. Speaking to the
Address-in-reply, there are many matters
which could be ventilated, but I shall
content myself with dealing with a few only.
One thing which has been promised for a
number of years is the introduction of a new
Munieipal Corporations Bill, I am pleased
to see from the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
that the Government intends to hring for-
ward & new Bill. Very few people have a
copy of the old Aect, which is ouf of print.
I hope when the Bill is before Parliament,
and more especially in the lower House, the
adviee of those interested in the matter will
he obtained. When it comes to this House
—if it is not done in another place—I
think we should have a special committee to
go into the matter, in order to secure the as-
sistance of those competent to give advice.
In saying that T do not wish it to be in-
ferred that memhbers are not able to give full
consideration to the question. Those who
have to administer the Act, however, have
for the past thirty years declared it to be
obsolete, and their advice would be of con-
siderable benefit to us in the framing of new
legislation. It will be of no benefit adding a
few sections to the existing law; this would
have the effect of creating eonfusion amongst
the existing hodies, Numerous conferences
have been held on the subject of suggested
new municipal legislation and a number of
sensible amendments have been drafted. The
local hodies would gladly submit these for
consideration. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on again appointing Mr. Davidson to
the position of Town Planning Commis-
sioner. Mr. Davidson has always carried out
his duties withont fear or favour te anyone.
He administers the Town Planning Aet in a
eapable manner, and we are therefore for-
tunate in having a gentleman of his calibre
in charge of town planning. I am wonder-
ing whether in the near future people will
awaken to the fact that we are making some
great mistakes regarding the manner in
which we are permitting buildings to be
erected. I am alluding more particularly to
the conversion of houses into flats. When I
bad the honour of heing Lord Mayor of the
City, there was g by-law—and it is still in
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existence—which provided that if it was de-
sired to build, plans had to be prepared for
submission to the Building Surveyor whose
duty it was to aseertain the area of the land.
Regarding private homes, it is necessary that
the area of land should have 5,200 superficial
fect of air space. I am wondering whether
members of the public realise that in the
conversion of houses into flats, as well as in
new flats being erccted, consideration must
be given to air space. If any person wishes
to build a cottage it is set oud that there must
be 5,200 superficinl feet of air space on the
land. Why, therefore, should not this apply
to flats in a confined area® In respeet to
flats the air space should be not 5,200
superficial feet of land, but 20,000 super-
ficinl fect for flats for four families. T
think we shall realise in the near future
that a biz mistake has been made. It is not
good for the rising generation. Where are
the children to play?® There is uo space for
them in the back yards and they will have
o play in the streets. That is something we
shounld avoid if it is at all possible to do so.
I could understand the building of flats if
we were at all pinehed for land, hut in the
metropolitan area there is any amount of
vacant land suitable for vesidential pur-
poses, and I sincerely hope that too many
flats will not be erected. The Government,
in their wisdom or otherwise, have decided
to instal a trollev bus service along Stirling
Highway to Claremont. Judging by corres-
pondence in the Press, the residents do not
desire that serviee, and I think the Govern-
ment should consider the advisableness of
dropping the proposal. If it is necessary
to provide additional transport facilities, lel
the private companies do it. They are guite
ahle and willing to do so. The tramway
constructed along Stirling Highway some
years ago has been a losing proposition
from the day it was installed. Wherever
possible we should allow private enterprise
to cater for the wants of the people. T.et
me refer now to water supplies for the
metropohtan area and country districts, em-
phasising the needs of the latter. We
must congratulate the Government on the
work they are carrying out to provide an
up-te-date water supply for the metropoli-
tan area. They have selected an cxcellent
site, and the weir being erected will permit
of the people of the metropolitan area being
supplied for quite a number of years. The
puiting of that work in band was a wise
poliey, and there is no doubt it will be car-

[COUNCIL.]

ried to a successful conelusion. It was wise
for two reasons. Firstly, it gave the Gov-
ernment an opporfunity to previde work for
the unemployed of the metropolitan area.
Quite a large nuinber of men arve engaged on
the work, and if the Government had not
undertaken it, they would have had to
spend more money, possibly on unproduc-
tive undertakings. This will be a pro-
ductive work and a ecredit to the State.
The second reason is that in con-
strueting the work, the Government have
enabled manufacturers to employ additional
labour in producing materials required for
the construetion. I should like to make a
suggestion to the Government. The £80,000
not required for trolley buses along Stir-
ling Highway should not be paid into gen-
eral revenue, or into any fund of that kind,
but should be earmarked for the provision
of water supplies in country distriets. We
in the metropolitan area, I am afraid, ave
a little prone to look after ourselves with-
out considering sufficiently the nceds of the
eountry people. We should realise that the
farmers deserve more encouragement than
they are receiving; they deserve all the con-
sideration we can extend to them. I am
not blaming the Government for not having
done more; they have done all that was pos-
sible, but if there is any chance of using
that £80,000 for the installation of urgently
needed counntry water supplies, I shall be
pleased to support the projeet. We should
consider the comfort not only of the farmer
but of his wife and children, for in the hot
weather they are probably unable te get
enough water for a bath. We shonld make
every effort to angment country water sup-
plies.

Hon. A. Thomson: It would be the means
of producing more wealth.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: That is so, and
we in the metropolitan arez wounld benefit
from the inereased production. I regret that
the question of the responsibility for provid-
ing public hospital accommodation is still
unsettled. WWhen I retired from the Lord
Mayoralty two years ago, I thought it would
not be long before the local authorities
reached a decision regarding the provision
of a hospital for infeetions disease cases. I
still maintain that it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to provide hospitals. The Govern-
ment might reiort, “Why put everything on
to us?”  Tf the local governing hodies under-
take the provision of such a hospital, they
will have to strike an additional rate to
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enabie them to weet their liabilities. Under
the Aet, the local bodies have to pay 8s. 7d.
per day for every patient who is sent to an
inlectious diseases hospital for treatmnent.
That might not seund very much, but it
antnnts to a larce swm for the local bodies,
For tite ¢ity of Porrh, if incans a sum of
CV00 o year. One unfair feature is that a
man from a country district might be resid-
ing in Perth for only a week when he is
found to be «ulferine from an infeetious
disease and is orderel into hospital. The
Perth City Couneil have to pay for his up-
keep, although he i not a resident of the
city and pays no rates to the eity.

Hon. .. Thomson: That is, provided he is
not in a position to pay for himself.

Hon. 4. T, FRANKLIN: That is rather
misleading, In the majority of cases no
patient pays,  When peaple are sent fo the
hospital the loral authority pays, and it is
almost impossible {or the local authority to
seenve a recoup when the patients recover.
1 had information Irom the City Treasurer
this morning that very tew of the patients
meet their liabilittes. I think the Govern-
ment should undertake this respounsibility.
.\ hospital tax i~ already imposed, and it it
were hecessary fo inctease the vate a little,
T do not think the public would objeet.
Money for the various hospitals must be
raised, and if the local authorities have (o
raise it, they will have to budget for it at
the begiuming of their Gunancial year. Thus

it amounts to six of one and half-a-dozen of .

the other, whether the Government or the
local authorities de it. 1 do not wish it to
e thought that 1 am peking my nose into
other people’s husiness, hut T should like
to refer to the development of the North.
That part of the State regnires a  great
amonnt of assistance. [ am pleased that we
have in this House members who are thor-
auzhly competent to look after the interests
of the North, and to urge its development
as far as the funds available will permit.
Areangements  should be made with the
Federal Government to allocate a  larger
amount of meney Tor the turther develop-
ment of the North. Tt would not be neees-
gary for the Commonwealth authorities to
send ofticials here to administer the fund,
becanse we have rej.resentatives who know
the North from A te 7 and are in a position
to ndvice what is hest to he done.

Hon. 3. Fraser: They varry a fair weicht,
too.

an

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: As regards their
“bingeys,” wndoubtedly they do. T regret
that when wo had an opportunity to appuint
a Federal Senator recently we did not select
one of those gentlemen, The North cor-
tainly needs a representative in the Senate,
and the presenee of one there would
uidoubtedly he advantageous to the State,
I gather that during the present session
legizlation will he introduced that will bene-
it the Sate aud make for its further pio-
avess, and so far as | oean do so, I will
assist the Goveriment to get sueh legislation
placed on the statute-book.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) {5.28":
1 shonld hke to join with other wembers in
expressing rearet at the defeat of Mr. R. G,
Moore and Mre. Yelland. I also join in the
conzratulations extended 1o the two newly-
olected members, [t is pleasing *to we {o
note an apparent desire on the part ol mem-
bers to complete this debate withent wnneces-
sary delay.  Year after year the fdehate has
oceupied n zreat deal of time, which, in
wany instanees, night have hoen used to
greater advantage. The debate has already
heen roncluded in another place, probably
in record time for that House. The Lieut.-
Governor's 8peech js not very informative
if one is looking to the future. The 1ost
serious omission is ubsgence of any veference
to a poliey that would encourage people to
come to this State. Our small pepulation
is a very serioug disadvantage, and while
I da not advoeate bringing people liere in-
discriminately, I do consider that every effort
should be made to inangurate a scheme that
would encourage people to come here und
increase our numbers. To my miad, this
is not a matter for the State alone. Tt should
be a matter for the Federal and lmperial
Governments as well. A few weeks ago the
Minister tor Lands sald that the vesnlts of
land settlenrent in Western Australin had
lett the State Government stone coid. 1
think the Minister, on that oecasion, should
have said “*Siate farmineg” or “‘wioun ~ettle-
ment.” It appears to me that the lime ha-
already arrived when the Govermuent shonld
vive Terther consideration to the ~ubject of
aroup xetfloment.  The Agriealtural Bank
Comnuntssioners are being severely criticised.
but Parlinment ix responsible for the Act
which they ave administering. That Aet lias
not been amended. I understood, when the
Agricultural Bank Bill was poased hove last
ses=sion, that all Aarieultwa! Bank elient<
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were to he brought under onz scheme, and
financed and managed; but that does not
appear to be the case. In the cirenmstanees
I support Mr. Thomson in his eontention
that group settlers should have an appeal
hoard, which in speecial eircuiustances would
make recommendations fo the Asgricnlrural
Bank Commissioners, The Aet contfrolling
transport should also be amended to improve
conditions in outlying districts. Tn my
opinien the measure definitely  penalises
people outside the metropolitan wvea, and
an early opportunity should be taken to re-
view the whele matter. The Aet is Far from
being perfect. If a person drives to the
teaflic office on the 1st day of July in omler
to renew his driver's license. amdl in doing
50 meets with an aceident, then nn compensa-
tion under insnranee may be claimed, becanse
the deiver i+ not licensed. 1n wmy opinion
it should be sulficient for the Jdviver to he
competent.  Another sevious guestion is that
of aceidents. If fatal aceidents vontinue at
the rate ai which thev are new oceurring,
hefore long no one will he left to pay license
fees. Next | desire to say a4 Yow words abont
fruit eases, For some Hme past froib-
growers have experienced difiiculty in oh-
taining their requirements in that respect.

The main  diffienlty  scems fo be  that
it does not pay  sawmillers  te ent
truit eases vcxeept as a side Line and
from waste timber. The ordicary saw-
mill eannot do the wark ceonomieally,

not being equipped with planing machines
and other apparatus essential to  the
turning out of the article cheaply. T
vonsider that the Froit-growing indastry of
Western MAustralin is of sufficient import-
anee to warrant the reservation of portion
of' our Jarrah or karri forests for the pur-
pose of establishing a State mill to eut
fruit cases only. We should aim at getling
fruit cases supplied at a mueh cheuper
rote than the present one. T rvegrer ihe
necessity for drawing atteution to muatters
connecterd with the fishing industry. It
would appear that for many years Govern-
ments have done their hest to wipe out
what ought to he o highly valuable indus-
try to the State. | ask the Chiel Seere-
tary, in replying, to state why the depart-
ment was removed from Ministerial eon-
trol and placed in the care of an officer of
the I'vemier’s Depurtment. With all due
vespect to Mr. Shapeott, T do not think
that should bhave been dome, 1 can remem-
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her when the Chief Tnspeetor of Fisheries
had, in addition to his staff of inspecto:s,
an oflice staff comprising an  aceountant,
one or two clerks, and a tyvpist. I under-
stand that now he has only a part-tire
tvpist as his oftice staff. That faet gives
an idea of how the department has boen
cat down. The department showed a de-
vent profit for over 20 years, but instead
of the indmstry being assisted and pro-
teeted, successive (overnments have used
the departmental revenues for other pur-
poses. The State went to a great deal of
trouble in obtaining the present Chief In-
spector of Fisheries from the TFastern
States. 1t is generally recognised that an
excellent ehoice was made: but the officer
has never heen given the glost of & chanee,
because as the departmental head he has
never had two bob te eall his own. There
are only eight inspectors to do the whole
of the work betweea Broowme and Albana,
One of these inspectors is detailed to
skins; se there are only seven men avail-
able foy the remainder of the work., The
imspeetors have no transport facilities what-
ever—not even motor cveles. To demon-
strate how difficnlt it is for them to do
their work under such conditions, I would
point out thaf should an inspeetor in Bus-
selton b notified that pouching is toking
Mace on the Blackwood River, he is obliged
to travel by train to the locality. Augusta
is G0 miles awnay, which means practically
a day's junrney: and by the time the in-
speetor reached the closed waters, the
poachers would have disappeared. Under
sueh eonditions there might just as well be
no inspector at all for that distriet. T could
(uote many similar instances, and eould
sav a great deal more on the subjeet. How-
ever, to be brieT, T say that the Fisheries
Diepartment has never had a fair deal. 1
Aesive te commend the excellent work dene
by the Fish and Game Society, a bodv that
appears to be using every effort to improve
niatters: hut unfortunatels for many vears
past Governments have not done their part.
I agree with the stand thut has been taken
by the Minister for Agrienlture regarding
the payment of a honus on foxes. My feel-
ing is that the honus should he continued
as long as possible: in fact, many people
would pay a higher vermin rate rather than
that the honus should be discoutinned. We
have heen told that this is a suitable tine
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te complete the construction of Parliament
House. 1 do not share that view. Oun the
other hand, 1 consider it is high time proper
eonsideration was shown to the officers and
stadf of Parliament by making their accom-
modation habitable during the hot smumer
months. If av all possible, that additional
aceumnodation should be provided in ac-
crordance with the original plans. A great
deal has been snid about providing full-
time employment for sustenance workers.
The Mitehell and Collier Governments did
all that was possible in the civewmstances,
and I understand the same policy is being
carried out Ly the present Administration.
Oniginally wany peeple had to aceept Te-
liel work on acecount of being thrown out
of employment by the depression. T do not
consider it fair to expeet the Government
now to provide those peaple with full-time
work irrespective of whether the work is
reproductive. Fhere has alwavs been a
small army of Government workers. T re-
member that years ago, at certain seasons,
the State had io provide relief work. Tf,
however, we make it a condition that the
Government shall find permanent employ-
ment for all those workers to-day, we shall
be asking the State to do the impossible.
Recently T attended a meeting at a centre
near Donnybrook. At that meeting two
farmers said that they had ftried to goet
two men for four months™ work at the rate
of 10s. per day and keep. None of a num-
ber of sustenanee workers employed in the
locality at that time would aeeept the posi-
tions. beeause, they said, after they had
left the farmers ther would have to stand
down for some time before the Government
would put them on again. Thus the two
farmers were unahle to obtain the labour
they needed. That state of affairs shounld
be remedied. T Fail to see why something
cannot be dune in the mafter. It appears
altogether wrongr that farmers shonld zo
without labour while at their very doors
the taxpavers ave cmploving men. In con-
clusion, I desire to connnend the (lovern-
ment for their generous iveatment of the
South-West during Labour’s Jast term of
olfice. The Government have =pent a large
amount of money on developmeni work
which will prove of the greatest henefit to
the State. Particularly have the Main
Roads Board opened up a laree area of
country by makime varvious roads practic-
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able which at one fime were quite impas-
snable.  The people throughout the South-
West greatly appreciate the aetivities of
the Main koads Boeard. 1 support the
wotien for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

debate

On motion by Ifon. J, Nicholson,

adjourned.

Howse adjourned of 501 pan.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair af 4.30
p-m., and vead pravers.

QUESTION—BIRD PEST.

AMr. WATTS asked the Minister for Aevi-
culture: 1, Has his altention been drawn
to a paragraph in the “West Australian”
of the 2ud Seplember relulive to the shoot-
ing of a starling at Gingin? 2, If so, has
it been ascertained whether there are a num-
her of such birds in the distriet? 3, If the
answer e Noo 2 s in the allivmative, will he
take immmediate actton to  have them de-
stroved, and also take action to prevent
therr further entry into Western Austealia?

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE

replied : 1, Yes. 2, The matter is being care-
fully followed up by the deparfinental
ollicevs and the local vermin board. 7,

Every effort is innde to prevent the intro-
duction of this bird, whieh has heen declared
vermin, into the State,



